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Study of the Spherical Fossils from the Ediacaran-Cambrian
Liuchapo Formation in Guizhou, China
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Abstract Microfossils from cherts of the Liuchapo Formation at Bahuang section in eastern Guizhou Province
were studied. Through thin section observation, a large number of spherical fossils were revealed, including one
type with connected spheroids, and two types with dark outer wall. The former is systematically described, and a
new genus Bahuangia gen. nov. is established. The connected bodies of Bahuangia are calabash- or chain-shaped,
and resemble the budding unicellular fungi or bacteria in morphology. Spherical fossils similar to these Bahuang
specimens are widely distributed in the late Ediacaran deep-water facies of the Y angtze Plate. Through this study,
the understanding of deep-water life forms during the ECT is improved, and new materials for both regional stra-
tigraphic correlation and early life evolution are provided.
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Fig. 1 Palaeogeographic map of the Yangtze Plate during the
Ediacaran-Cambrian transition (modified from Ref. [17])
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Fig. 2 Stratigraphic column of the Liuchapo Formation
at Bahuang section in Guizhou Province
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Fig. 5 Other spherical fossilsin the Liuchapo Formation at Bahuang section
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