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Abstract To explore the dimensions and structure of residents’ place attachment, this paper takes Qianjin Street
district in Yining City of Xinjiang Uygur Autonomous Region as the case to conduct an empirical research from
the residents’ perspective, through quantitative analysis combined with qualitative interviews and Mapping method.
The principal component analysis of place attachment obtains five principal components of 20 questions: emotional
bond, social bond, environmental perception, life experience and work connection. The overall structure of the
scale has good stability and discrimination. Furthermore, combined with qualitative interviews and cognitive map
analysis of residents, a Lifeworld-Place attachment model composed of emotional bond, social bond and daily life
is obtained. The combination of the model with attributes in the study of cultural landscape heritage can strengthen
the public participation and dynamic characteristics in historical districts’ conservation.

Key words place attachment; residents; historic district conservation; Qianjin Street; lifeworld
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Inner relationship of lifeworld and place attachment dimension (based on Ref. [25,38])
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Table 1  Principal component analysis of residents’ place attachment
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Table 2 Internal consistency reliability of the five principal components
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Fig. 3 Residents’ “lifeworld-place attachment” theoretical model
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