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Abstract To understand the behavioral logic and ecological impacts of livestock keeping of migrant households
under the background of urbanization in pastoral areas, three villages of Yushu Tibetan Autonomous Prefecture
Qinghai Province were selected as the case study sites, and the data were obtained through questionnaires and
interviews. The forms and reasons of livestock keeping were presented, the change of livestock population and
herd’s perception were evaluated, and influencing factors of livestock keeping were further explored based on the
Scott’s safety-first principle of moral peasant. The results show that migrant households kept livestock as an
adaptation strategy to urbanization through division of labor, entrusting to kins or employing herders. Households
kept livestock mainly for safety need and households with higher income also showed the characteristics of rational
peasant. Household with larger family size and non-living causes to migrate were more inclined to keep livestock.
Household with higher income had higher probability of keeping livestock and more livestock, while households
with more members employed had a lower probability of keeping livestock. This adaptation strategy was restricted
by factors such as social relations and economic cost and seems difficult to sustain. Though livestock keeping of
migrant households did not increase grazing pressure, the attentions should be paid to the specific form of livestock
keeping, the possibility of migrant herders to move back, the change of behavioral logic and the animal husbandry
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of non-migrant households to achieve the goal of reducing livestock through encouraging herders to migrate to the

urban.

Key words urbanization in pastoral areas; livelihood adaptation; livestock; safety-first principle; Qinghai-Tibet
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Table 2 Definition and measurement of the main variables

R k4, BB Sy
REMB  RERAK RHENH
""""""" MR RERTEMEL. MebmSs TvRARAR
RS RERERIA  THRZFEIA . REA R R B BT T
i YT SN TUOA . TR RIS B BT 50)
A H 5 s RS A ST Y 9 (T E)
g CEEEREGUREEG
PUESHTTRIE RS 0, AV 1 WUl 2, Rl 3, KE R E D 4
REEE GBI SEULRAERA IR A 1860 IORRER, (ALIERIE . IR AR SR R, T
WO BHIEEERE SRhREEENSIR
""""""" moEet 2007 gormpTeey T
g MO YA TSR BB 0, AESRET FHE T 1
HEFRE A BRI D2 AR () 45 2 IR, AFAEAT R 40 kv

FL T AR BV AL S B (T )

SR SN, T DAY B RS A T D T R SR AE T
W iy 2k, IR, R IR R BE AT )
AR A 2 T R S Y A AT 95 B, TS A
P 55 S MR FLAEAN G, R %
SMERAL AL BN o P, 4 520 R R Bt
b ACAS BAT AT A O i R o . 5 R EAN
[RIAC A B RE P AR ] L B R RS K 24 1l A = )
2, B RER G B BRI A K TR B
AT A (D AN2), 32 4R, oy, #
T MR TR 3 ) A% O i B A R A B 4 R
L 2 FIASEEY 4 FR A% o ifp AL 4 O SR RS B T8

PER R 4, NI SR B B A R4 T8
MZEETEWA | B ARV

22 4 855 ORI Soltani 451G F AR AT
TR RIWT ST, JT25-5 S0 b ) S 15 0 FN &0 vl 3k
O, AR St BURY F df) A2 1A 4 T e T R
fi FRBE S5 3 SRR AR RO AR AL, A5 A9 E S5
A& 2,

2 HRH
2.1 MIEHPREHENERFER
3 IR S M IR IT O A P Y 4 R

LBV . AR, SO Al o

LR o BAERAMGRE R R EEAEA, mRR

x3I MTRREHEENERANES
Table 3 Form and characters of migrants’ livestock keeping
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Table 5 Summary statistics of the independent variables
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FBEI SR 4.70 0.19 420 0.16 —2.004 0.047%*
kA% 0.77 0.10 1.33 0.10 3.994 0.000%**
FREI 4 S 86.87 8.27 60.21 3.69 -3.149 0.002%**
TRz E A 24.67 4.26 36.10 3.48 2.100 0.038%*
LN 52.77 6.29 13.45 1.82 —6.577 0.000%**
FT R 42.95 1.65 42.95 133 —0.001 0.999
FTERHHRE 0.31 0.08 0.59 0.14 1.549 0.124
95 801 J1 A 37.71 1.09 36.76 0.93 -0.670 0.504
E R PIE e G 0.48 0.11 0.95 0.15 2423 0.017%*
GisaRin [} 4.81 0.56 13.60 0.82 8.419 0.000%**
ieRate| 0.06 0.03 0.35 0.05 4.360 0.000%**
Hb PRI B 2.48 1.26 2.79 1.76 1.187 0.237
LT 875.63 442.83 948.13 549.97 0.856 0.394

H SRS, PTTT<0.01, PTT<0.05, P'<0.1, K[,
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Table 6 Estimated results of the logit model

_— AR 1 BAY 2
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FRBEIR A KL 0.456%* 0.228 0.531%* 0.260
Wl A5 —1.256%** 0.428 —0.961%* 0.465
FBEI 4 B 0.015%* 0.007 -
TRMAEHIA - - -0.002 0.010
HEITA - - 0.037*%* 0.013
FEAER 0.036 0.031 0.035 0.035
P EZHERE 0.159 0.379 0.130 0.402
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HNNZHERE -0.126 0.330 0.105 0.361
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FL TR -0.001 0.004 -0.002 0.004
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Table 7 Estimated results of the linear regression model
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