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Clone, Expression and Function Analysis of Diacylglycerol Acyltransferase
Gene from Chlorella variabilis NC64A
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Abstract To reveal the function of diacylglycerol acyltransferase (DGAT) on algae lipid production, DGAT from
Chlorella variabilis NC64A was cloned and expressed by E.coli BL21 (DE3). The results showed that the DGAT
gene was 894 bp and was coded 297aa. The apparent molecular weight of DGAT was 33 kDa and the pI was 9.48.
Conserved domain analysis showed that it belonged to the Lysophospholipid acyltransferases (LPLATS) super
family and the amino acids of H68, L71, F76, R94, 197 and GAA (144-146) could form special acyl acceptor
binding pocket to bind acyl of ACP or CoA and served as the catalyst in the synthesis of TAG. Sequence analysis
showed that DGAT shared a 32% and 24% homology with SsPDAT and AtPDAT respectively. Thin layer
chromatography showed that DGAT had PDAT enzyme activity, which may promote the membrane lipid
degradation and couple TAG synthesis under nitrogen starvation.

Key words Chlorella variabilis; triacylglycerol; diacylglycerol acyltransferase; phospholipids:diacylglycerol
acyltransferase; clone and expression
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5 H z3 Ak i A R AR L, DRSS LA
HRAR B W RE IR EL A TR v B a5 . =l H
(TAG) 2 F L me A e X, EREASMNT
HfgEn] o T ERN 60%% ., EZEYH TAG
A s EEA R —FEBEIL-HIEE A (CoA)
WA AR, —FlE AR B -CoA KR iR 121,
Pk FE—CoA i 78 i 45 (D Kennedy 429 e fe —
e J TR T I PR 3L i B% i (diacylglycerol acytrans-
ferase, DGAT)EfLIEF-CoA H PRI IR L FL 2] —
Bt H M (DAG)RY sn-3 L8, A0 TAG, ERZEt
iE—AYBR A, Boyle %PV H, BRALKMT, K
PIACHM AR B i A4 S HEREE DGAT2 L skl
i, UESE T DGAT2 1 {3 i A5 5 i b i 3 24
Ho JAEMERE-CoA MR Y R 472 1 Je 78 I Bk M 9 vh
KL, JefE PDAT WIFEHITS, FHmi s mt AH o 4 B
Wil # 5 DAG ' (R, X FHIR S+ 4 PDAT
FARKR SO RIXMRIIBITRRY], PDAT 7E TAG &
J I AR R B AR T, I DGAT i 4k i
NS TAG A LR G B . SHEY AR, 3k
AR EEIEBR A AT, PDAT Rl B ARG I i) ik R 5%
# EE b B, A TAG, M i s
B2, X—HETFE AR TR G EA LR,
ANGERWGEHRE . ARWFFEN/NEREE NC64A ) DGAT2a
FERIHEAT Se b A A% 3k, JFiF— 2 o0 i AR <P 45
S TSRO A BT R I Z B, % DGAT2a H A
PDAT {1, RWITHETEBR A SN A g & =4
hn A GERE 52 5 DGAT2a 1) PDAT 1 PEAE

1 #RERE
1.1 EHRKRIESR

Chlorella variabilis NC64A H PNAG Priihn K 2¢
Van Etten (#2505 AR T4 100 mL £
FREEM 300 mL =AM, fHIE 25°C, 140 rpm 6
PEIR B 9%, JEMEBRE K 50 pmol/(m*s), Gk H A
12:12, ¥Ry 7 K. BFHEMELR 1004
N, HEFRSE G, 6000 rpm B0 10 43 4li 4
i, HARGET . R IM R, a1 g,
TRIKfR S A 1.385 g, BFEERRY 0.1 g, KHoPO, 0.74 g,
Na,HPO, 0.207 g, CaCl,-2H,O 0.013 g, FeNaEDTA
0.01 g, MgS0,-7H,0 0.025 g, W IICEFK 1 mL,
ERZELTL, MW pH & 7.0, 1 L i cE i p
fI4% Al(SO,)s 18H,0 3.58 g, MnCl,-4H,0 12.98 g,
CuSO,45H,0 1.83 g, ZnSO47H,0 3.2 g
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E. coli strain BL21 (DE3) MASSZEG % fRAF, B
ISR 37°C, LB KigesEr 200 rpm ik % K e 1ot
W PUAERMERKRE N RIS R 30 pg/mL, Bk
pET30a(+)IJ H Promega /A Fl .

1.2 RNA #Z2EX PCR RfERIE

Bt IM R R 5535 7 KB Chlorella variabilis
NCO64A L3 3 R W AH R B 37 3k, dh 22457 2
K5, 8000 rpm, 2 444, KA TRIZOL Re-
agent fHHEEL RNA, JF#FT 5%, #4E NCBI %k
PEPEH NC64A [ dgat2a 3N 75 GL433848 %
J1514% PNC64A28 ( Ndel) GGAATT CCATATG
ATGCTGCGCCTGCCCCTCC F1 PNC 64A29 (Xho
[ ) CCGCTCGAGCTCCACAAACCTCATGTCCCGC,
TRIZ G AR EEYI S . PCR SV 5544k 95C
4 43%h; 95°C 30 b, 58°C 30 Fb, 72°C 1.5 434, 30
AMER; 72°C 10 53450 BERCH KK PCR 45
PCR 4lifk i & 4lifk PCR =¥

KWV Nde I #1 Xho I % PCR 4ifbj5 1y
FEYIME R AR pET30a 3 HIBE T XY, B~
W alifb J5 {4 ) TADNA 3% #2 i 17 3% 3, $e 1k E.
coli strain BL21 (DE3)EZ MM, JFIRffESH
30 pg/mL RAREE R LB b b, Feuk i BHPES
{1t E.coli BL21(DE3)/pET30a-dgat2a.

1.3 dgat2a HiESRIE

Iy SBREL E.coli BL21(DE3)/pET30a-dgat2a H
2B ARTE 1 E. coli BL21(DE3)/pET30a(fi % )24
W%, BR T & RIRE R LB B sbh, 37°CHE 5%
% ODgoo 44 0.6, R J5 M A IPTG % & ¥k &
& 1 mmol/L, 37°CiFES 4 /N, B.OUWERK, &
FHEERE, 4°C, 12000 rpm 2.0 10 4380 DLTE
14 GEREERRBEENE

et R B A ) 1) Tl A A 1 9 A S B
&, WRIBEA W TR AR
15 ERKENE. gUEsFENE

fifi FH BCA & 1 a2 5t i 7 & (TakaRa) Il & 5 (1
e . f#i ]l Ni Sepharose™ 6 Fast Flow Ziifk H )5
M. KH SDS-PAGE 3%l & W4T & .

1.6 DGAT2a HIF553 7 R EIRER

F4E NCBI il JGI Genome Portal (http://genome.
jgi-psf.org/NC64A) K45 E X DGAT2a #47 [A] I
RSP HE X R SignalP 3.0l TMHMM
M HAG 5 KA S X 4k . BL SWISS-MODEL il
M DGAT2a [ =2 4544
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1.7 DGAT2a BVESEE MM
KR EATE R DGAT2a B9 PDAT R 15",

2 HR5iITie
2.1 Chlorella variabilis NC64A HJ RNA 1E

EU X PCR # 1

A T RS T DU = i e A 7 ok, PRtk
TBC PR R0 7% 00 T8 A ML 2E AT RNA 4R B, I % it
cDNA fENJGEHREH Y AR . RNA $2BUS, 3
OB R M F R T 2 SR A 1) TR, W LLE
LAY RNA JCHEENZH DNA S:2%, HICH 5 R 1
%, KRG 5E4 L cDNA J5, L cDNA M, L
PNC64A28 Fl PNC64A29 “A5|#) PCR ¥4 dgat2a,
B KRG T 465 S LI 1(b), BIMEXT R OE 4547, 973 i
900 bp LA HIScHT, MIFE5HR K 894 bp, 5 H My
R Be /NIRRT . B IS  ZERR )7 9 5 © A o
i) Mortierella ramanniana ) MrDGAT2A FHLE ly
40%, EEPER 100%, HLIRATERIE T NC64A 1Y
ZFRIXE A4 A CvDGAT2a,
2.2 dgat2a KiFSFRIX

A HE K E. coli BL21/pET30a-dgat2a 4 IPTG
W, PR SR S R R & R ik fT SDS-
PAGE HLUKH:, FIZ58 84k 18 £/ E.coli BL21/
pET30a MO FE(E 2). MK 2 FTRLE H, 53T HCGE
1, 2 VKiB) SRR 3 VKB, S EAN
PR(ER 4 VKIE)AE 33 kDa it A — 4 RIB A4, M
ML SRANLT, YW dear2a B 2WGHE Sk, #A D
WeRE 135 (36 5 UkiB)JCFRIA &l M I DITE R 6
VKB A b A&k, BLEH H B A2 DR IR 1 B

M 1 2

5S

(a) NC64A & RNA (W HL; (b) dgar2a ) PCR §HY;
1 Rz X IR, 2 O PR P o e

1 Chlorella varibilis NC64A dgat2a B 52 f&
Fig. 1 The dgat2a clone from Chlorella varibilis NC64A

1. E. coli BL21/pET30a W) A1 S H{k; 2. E coli BL21/
pET30a % S HI1A; 3. E. coli BL21/ pET30a-dgat2a WK% T
Bifk; 4. E. coli BL21/ pET30a-dgat2a WIS #{K; 5. E. coli
BL21/pET30a-dgat2a W% L 7%; 6. E. coli BL21/ pET30a-
dgat2a VB UTVE

B 2 FSKIE dgat2a B SDS-PAGE 2347
Fig.2 SDS-PAGE analysis of induced dgat2a protein
expression

KAFFER) . BT, XORIET BEAZA Y B R
1) S5 15 92 38 T R 1) R 3R A I B 4 3 F | Lk
RO B T R AR T BE IR S B AR
SRR I ALE T B A P A, (EAR L RO R
KRG, KGR FERE R HA bk . %
TR AR A, RE AR T RE R I T R A A B
B I A 2K 1R/ N R AR AR A . R, AR 5T SR
KIGAFHE RIBAE RN dgar2a #-4T S IRFRIK, Itk —
R AT IR S A R AR P, DL A5 21 2
AEEMEMEN.
2.3 CvDGAT2a WE M K4k

 _E RO AR R AR A T PR, SR A
LR RV SR A T IR R, A R R RTTR AL Tk
BIRTRAT . AL VR VA 0 LA K AL T R A Y e o
#E17 SDS-PAGE i, #5R K 3 frox. M 3
552 VKERIE 1 UKGE LT LA, SRR VRS
Feiir A AR, BT S22 R £, BTk
Btk R T e E A E A, i H A E A
KARZ . NG 3 TKIEES 2 WkEH AT IR H, 4
BRI . A 5 WKIE AT AE 1, 5 4%
ARG, B A AR SRR

7 P 30 A 2 P e B PR P B B TR
X A5 B B TR AV W AT 2, B RIS fdT NI
Sepharose™ 6 Fast Flow YECRIXF H i 8 H #1748
o MIE 4 HAT LA H, 250 mmol/L B Mg ft 1k i i
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kDa M 1 2 3 4
118 — -
90— S
so—
TR ew
26— .

L YU AT IR R IR B 2. YRR SRR G
3. AR IR 4. LR R I Ak )

B3 Gl EREE
Fig. 3 SDS-PAGE of washed and dissolved inclusion bodies

1. BEMW; 2. 258G 3. 20 mmol/L RISV B
4. 250 mmol/L KM Bk M

B 4 CvDGAT2a Ni BFHE&it
Fig. 4 SDS-PAGE of CvDGAT2a purification
with Ni SepharoseTM 6 Fast Flow

THBEREEMEMNER, HLERWS 75K 33
kDa, pl 2 9.48, X 5 A il MrDGAT2A Hl
MrDGAT2B A B4R HETSE T4 dgat2a 1Y
JEAZ eIk A WARIE, (ENE 3 7T LUE 26 A4
A AERIE 90% LA I BARH AT BE AR A7 7R 4
KIEWTSME N, PR RBRR TS H
FRR Y R IR RN S R0, B —a a1k
24 CvDGAT2a I = 4L H) R IR T LI
¥

TMHMM2.0, Signalp-HMM # target pvl.l %

AP, CVDGAT2a ) GRAVY N 0.094, ff
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MR ERKE A, BAE N Bk A —Beh 20 a3
PR A R A 55 IR 3, P o7 R b AR

PRSP 25 AE 3853 T 22 % B X & F Lysophospho-
lipid acyltransferases (LPLATs)#E %%, HAG B
L L AL RS RIS P . CVDGAT2a 5k IET Morti-
erella ramanniana ) MrtDGAT2A F3EIR T Schizo-
sacharomyces pombe ) SpDGAT2A EA HLIHY =
Py, H=Ra50, o BIE & 28.5% (A
5(b)iE A TR, p-IrEdi 5.4% (K S(b)k41(a
fE ), F A4 A H68, L71, F76, R94, 197 Hi
GAA(144-146) 2H WLFF 72 19 Tk 36 32 1R 45 & 1 4% (&
S(b)~(d)F G AT ST FTR), BEISES A B ACP 5
HEIE CoA L AYMEIE, HEAL =1k H k& B B m
—%

¥ CvDGAT2a 1 LPLATSs # 5 i vh HiAth 75 (1
FBTiAT A, R EABREE B ARG D Ml E
Fo P RS E LR (B 6 IS TR ). TR
X &P CvDGAT2a 5 Scheffersomyces stipitis CBS
6054 (%) SsPDAT #H A1k 32%, 5 Arabidopsis
thaliana %) AtPDAT FRITER 24% ., 3T DL 40T,
FATHEM CVvDGAT2a 76 H A DGAT i 4 19 [ i),
AT BE LA B NG Ik H I I R B S
2.5 CvDGAT2a ) PDAT Egi& 4 NE

CARERY], MOETERA ST PDAT £ik
N, AT LA S R A S L R H R Y,
DGAT FKik s 3G, T2 (et T 3L A K
Y & 72 B R TAG & & m . HE, kT
DGAT2a 2 &AW Z 5 TAEB M A KB TAG
G RGER, MR WARE . A T 8IE CvDGAT2a 7£
R IEHT B A I TAG & R fe 2 /e,
AR HAE A PDAT IS OEATRG I, 455 an &l
7 WR. O, A TAG &4, Uil H
(3 A S B PDAT Wtk (HJE, MK 7 Wl L
B, RINE ARG AR S, RN A KE
R PIFR A, XAl REE R H R A Z AR S
HoREEAZIEEEIT RS

Li %PIHRIE, 30K B A =0, dgat2a
B SRAETE 12~48 /NI Z ] LU IE #5508 i & 38 .
ARIHEERIES: CvDGAT2a HAT PDAT %,
I AT HEM, BRSNS T dear2a s st (36 b is 5
HZ 5 A SRR e, FRATHER, /)
R NC64A FEG Mgt #rf, CvDGAT2a 43
SE AR S A KB TAG G i 12 Fiit
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(a) 9T (b)~(d)YBE 3 = 2L 45 4 AR liug.1.A; (b)~(d) ) CvDGAT2a, MrDGAT2A Hl SpDGAT i) =i 451 (&1, Hg a3k
BEIELE A 4%, WOfCR o180, Lo etk s

5 CvDGAT2a =R Z#tL#k
Fig. 5 Comparison of the predicted structure of conserved domain of CvDGAT2a, MrDGAT2A and SpDGAT respectively

CvDGAT2A |[RI VKTADLDPOQRRYI FAGHPHGLLGNCYFLAFCTDVLDFROQLYPGI RLSTI GVLDLNLCVS
SpDGAT RLHKTTELDSEKNYI FGYHPHGI T SLGAFGGFASEGADFSKLFPGI NVSVLTLNSNFYVP
DdDGAT2 SLITNSNYDPKKNYI FAYHPHGI TSI GAFCNFATNANNI DEKLPGLKVHLLTLESNFKI P
MrDGAT2B [TLI KEGDLDPKGNYI MSYHPHGI 1 SMAAFANFATEATGFSEQYPGI VPSLLTLASNFRLP
MrDGAT2A |HVI KEADLDPSKNYI FGYHPHGI I SMGSFCTFSTNATGFDDLFPGI RPSLLTLTSNFNI P
XtMGAT1 RLVKTCDLDPQHNYI MGFHPHGVLVAGAFGNFCTNYTGFKELFPGLTPYLHI LPFWFRCP
DrDGAT2 RLI KTHNLLPSRNYI FGYHPHGI LCFGAFCNFGTEATGFTKVFPGI KPSLATLAGNFRLP
MmDGAT2 [KLVKTHDLSPKHNYITLSHPHGILSYGAFINFATESTGFSRVFPSITPFLATLEGI FWIP
HsDGATC3 |[KLVKTHDLSPKHNYI I ANHPHGI LSFGVFI NFATEATGI ARI FPSITPFVGTLERI FWI P

BtDGAT2 KLVKTHDLSPRHNYI T ASHPHGVLPYGTFI NFATETTGFARIFPGI TPYVATLEGI FWI P

CvDGAT2A |[FCREI CLLFGLCDVDRHTLLARL-RQGPGSAVFLAVGGAAESLLTQPGTMDL VLKRRKGF
SpDGAT VYRDYLMALNI NSVSKKSCVSIL-SRKPGDSVLI VI GGAQESLLSRPGQNNLVLKKRF GF
DdDGAT2 |[FLRDVLMSFGMSSVSKKSCENIL-NSGAGESI CLVVGGAEESLDARPGLNEI TLKKRKGF
MIDGAT2B |[L YRDF MMSLGMCS VSRHSCEAI L-RSGPGRSI VI VIGGASESLSARPGTNDLTLKKRL GF
MIDGAT2A [LYRDYLMACGLCS VSKTSCQNI LTKGGPGRSI AT VVGGASESLNARPGVMDL VLKRRF GF
XtMGAT1 FFREYAMCVGLVSATKKS VNHVLSKENGGNI SIT VI GGAEESLDAHPGSLI LHI LKRKGF
DrDGAT2 MFREYLMCGGI CPVNRNSIDYLLSSNGTGNAVVI VI GGAAESLDCAPGRNS VMLKKRKGF
MmDGAT2 |[F VRDYLMSLGI CPVSKLSLTHKLTQKDSGNAVIIT VPGGASESLLSRPGVSMI YLKKRQGF
HsDGATC3 [ VREYVMSMGVCPVSSSALKYLLTQKGSGNAVVI VVGGAAEALLCRPGASTLFLKQRKGF
BtDGAT2 I VREYVMSMGVCPVSELALKYLLTQKGSGNAVVI MVGGGAEALLCHPGATTVLLKQRKGF

* - . . * * : L I * ok s ek k%
[

CvDGAT2A [VRVALEAGADLVPVLAFGENEVYQRSQLVPGSLADRMQTAT----KQI CGFTVPRGYGRG
SpDGAT VKLAFLTGSSLVPCFAFGESDI FEQVDNNPRTRI YKFQEI V- - --KKIAGFTVPFFYGRG
DADGAT2 (I KLALVNGASLVPVYSFGENDI YDQVPNPRGSL VRKI QTKI ----KDLTGI APPLFMGRG
MrDGAT2B I RL ATl RNGASLVPI FSFGENDI YEQYDNKKGSLI WRYQKWF- ---QKITGFTVPLAHARG
MrDGAT2A I KI AVQTGASLVPTI SFGENELYEQI ESNENSKLHRWQKKI ----QHALGFTMPLFHGRG
XtMGAT1 I KVAFKQGAHLVPVFSFGENELFQQVPNPKGSFLRCVQERL- ---QKI MGFAMPLFHARG
DrDGAT2 VKLALKQGADLVPVYSFGENEVYKQLI FEEGSWWRTI QRKL- ---QKFLGFAPCLFHGCG

MmDGAT2 |[VKLALKTGAYLVPSYSFGENETYNQETFAEGTWLRFFQKNI QKI GKRI LGI NLCTI HGRG
HsDGATC3 |VKMALQTGAYLVPSYSFGENEVFEFNQETFPEGTWLRLFQKTFQDTFKKI LGLNFCTFHGRG
BtDGAT2 VKVALETGAYLVPSYSFGQNEVHNQETFPEGTWKRFFQKALQDTLKKLLRLSVCTFHGRG

B 6 CvDGAT2a 5EfEIRFEFISERILMER
Fig. 6 Sequence alignment of derived DGAT2a polypeptide sequences

FLHEE A AR TAG & RURAIE sEu g & B hn g & & R B UL KA PDAT 9 1 1k,
(K 8), X—J5Hiihi CvDGAT2a 1E K51 A S DGAT2a 7] BEH i 8] — & MM UEE, X hit—4
YR —k; B—orm, E— R T IRE &M I B G e T e AR SO AL E BE i T R
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10 ZEEH AR fERE 5 20 1,2- 23 Bk -sn-H
3: L-o-WE A BE ARG 4: W16 RN KW

B 7 CvDGAT2a HJEEEH# N
Fig. 7 Enzyme activity analysis of CvDGAT2a

PDAT |
activity | ¥ <

<« PC CvDGAT2A|__ |CvDGAT2A
protein mRNA

<«— Acyl-CoA

DGAT | -
activity

T HERRBRASAE T B35 PC BNt AH 5

B 8 CvDGAT2a £ TAG AREEPHIERER
Fig. 8 Model of function of DGAT2a in TAG synthesis

3 it

AR SCE R S B I AE KA AT B8 v S U5 3R 35 T /N ek
P NC64A ) DGAT H 1, HERWH itk 33
KDa, pl & 9.48. il JF5 53 Hr kM, CvDGAT2a
A7 LPLATs AT AR TS, ERANR
4 F, CvDGAT2a HA PDAT i, X M—~T
fif e T I g S N B R, AR — 2B I
BRI R B T — o Ao Sl .
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